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Annual  Report 

ON  THE 

Sanitary  Condition 

OF  THE 

Isle  of  Axholme  Rural  District 

During  the  Year  1 93T. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Admin- 
istration with  notes  on  the  vital  statistics  for  the  area  during  the  year  1937.  There  is 
necessarily  certain  repetitions  of  facts  contained  in  previous  reports.  This  is  due  to  the 
specified  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  information  which  varies  little  from 
year  to  year. 

The  area  of  the  district,  reorganised  in  1936,  is  51,104  acres. 

The  rateable  value  is  (31st  March,  1938)  £26,570.  A penny  rate  brings  in  £102. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  1931  census  is  13,146. 

There  are  now  approximately  120  miles  of  roads  in  the  district  which  are  maintained  by 
the  District  Council  as  a delegated  authority. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

The  industrial  activities  are  still  mainly  agricultural  and  its  allied  trades,  but  in  the 
Trent  side  at  Althorpe  there  are  two  factories,  one  for  the  production  of  vegetable  oils 
and  the  other  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical  manures.  A considerably  large  number 
of  the  inhabitants  find  employment  in  the  steel  works  of  Scunthorpe  and  Frodingham 
which  at  present  are  working  at  full  capacity.  Other  sources  of  employment  are  the 
brickworks  of  Crowle  and  Belton,  the  peat  moors  at  Hatfield  and  the  gravel  and  sand- 
beds  on  the  Yorkshire  side  af  the  boundary. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


MALE 

DEATHS. 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

83 

44 

127 

DEATH 

RATE  per  1000  of 

estimated 

population  ...  9.6 

MALE 

BIRTHS. 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

102 

79 

181 

BIRTH  RATE  per  100  of  estimated 

population  ...  13.8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Cancer  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Acute  Respiratory  Diseases 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

Chronic  Heart  and  Lung  Diseases 
Senility  and  Arterio  Sclerosis 

Intestinal  Obstruction  

Prematurity  and  Deaths  during  the  first 

two  weeks  of  life  

Accidental  Deaths  

Acute  Influenza  

Cerebral  Thrombosis  

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  

Other  Causes  


Total  ...  127 
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HOSPITAL  AND  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  area  are  isolated  at 
the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Brumby,  and  should  this  not  be  available,  accommodation 
can  be  secured  at  the  Grimsby  Isolation  Hospital  and  Doncaster. 

Should  any  cases  of  Smallpox  occur  they  can  be  isolated  at  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Osgodby. 

Tuberculosis. — Admission  and  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  can  be  obtained  at 
Branston  Hall  Sanatorium,  Brumby  Isolation  Hospital,  Louth  Tuberculosis  Hospital  and 
Foxby  Hill  Hospital  at  Gainsborough.  Further  provisions  for  selected  cases  can  be  made  at 
seaside  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria. 

Ambulances  are  attached  to  these  hospitals  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — There  is  a County  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  where  bacteriological 
examination  of  swabs  and  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  is  carried  out ; swabs  of  sputum  in 
cases  of  tuberculosis  and  any  other  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  can  also  be 
obtained  there. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  list  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  notifiable  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  1937. 


Smallpox  

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

9 

Diphtheria  

9 

Enteric  Fever  

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

Cerebospinal  Fever 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Dysentry  

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

Erysipelas  

1 

Total  ...  24 

With  regard  to  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  the  practice  of  removing 
these  cases  to  an  isolation  hospital  immediately  was  adhered  to  in  nearly  all  cases.  In 
a few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  it  was  suitable  that  these  should  be  nursed  at  home. 
This  was  done  where  there  was  no  risk  of  further  infection  of  the  members  of  the 
family  or  of  others.  This  latter  procedure  is  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Tuberculosis. — Six  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  four  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  area  during  1937. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector,  both  part  time  and  remunerated  partly  by  the  Council  and  partly  by  Exchequer 
Grants. 

Nursing. — There  are  five  professional  Nurses  in  the  District  who  are  also  certified 
midwives.  These  Nurses  are  supported  by  their  respective  Nursing  Associations.  A grant 
is  made  by  the  County  Council  to  these  Nursing  Associations,  which  undertake  midwifery  and 
certain  other  County  Council  services.  A new  Nursing  Association  has  been  formed  to 
supply  the  Luddington  and  Keadby  districts. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  established 
throughout'the  area.  The  District  Nurses  attend  and  these  Clinics  receive  regular  and 
periodical  inspection  and  supervision  by  a Medical  Officer  employed  by  the  County  Council. 
There  expectant  mothers,  mothers  and  infants  receive  attention,  supervision  and  advice. 
The  attendances  at  the  Clinics  throughout  the  year  have  been  most  encouraging. 

The  County  Council  have  a further  scheme  whereby  expectant  mothers,  may,  if  they 
wish,  receive  nursing  and  medical  advice  and  treatment  both  prior  to  and  following  child- 
birth, and  a large  number  have  so  far  taken  advantage  of  this  scheme. 

There  is  a Maternity  Hospital  at  Scunthorpe  where,  if  necessary,  urgent  maternity  cases 
requiring  hospital  treatment  may  be  admitted  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Lindsey 
County  Council  or  by  private  arrangement. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  the  extensions  of  the  Piped  Water  Supply  to  the  parishes  of  Haxejq 
Owston  Ferry  and  West  Butterwick  have  been  completed,  and  all  the  thirteen  parishes  in  the 
Rural  District  have  now  a wholesome  water  supply  available. 

At  31st  March,  1938,  the  Rateable  Value  of  premises  supplied  for  domestic  purposes  was 
£13,026,  and  at  that  date  416  meters  had  been  installed. 

The  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  The  Doncaster  and  Tickhill  Joint  Water  Board,  the 
agreement  providing  for  a minimum  daily  consumption  of  87,000  gallons.  The  water  con- 
sumed during  the  year  to  31st  March,  1938,  was  21,935,100  gallons. 
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HOUSING. 


Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  re-housing  of  tenants  from  unfit  houses,  48 
houses  having  been  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  for  this  purpose. 

Sites  have  been  purchased  and  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  immediate  erection 
of  a further  130  houses.  Considerable  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  the  acquisition  of 
suitable  sites,  and  it  appears  that  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  land  will  be  necessary  in  the 
parishes  of  Garthorpe,  Keadby  and  Eastoft  to  provide  the  necessary  houses  for  the  displace- 
ment of  tenants  residing  in  the  defective  dwellings. 

Considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  grants  obtainable  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Rural  Workers  Act,  1926,  for  the  improvement  and  reconstruction  of  dwellings. 

Tatal  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  70 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  48 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  0 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  22 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  130 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  140 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  Sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  ...  130 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 130 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  78 

(4)  Number  of  dw’ellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 

ceding sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  50 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  Officers  20 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 


ing repairs  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  12 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 

ing defects  to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  defardt  of  owners  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  subject  to  undertakings  53 
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HOUSING. — cont. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  193S. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  69 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  74 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  395 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  15 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  114 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being  previously  relieved  ...  nil 

SCAVENGING. 


Public  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  contract  in  the  parish  of  Crowle.  Favourable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  privy  middens  into  pan  closets,  with  dustbins  for  the 
storage  of  refuse.  In  addition  innumerable  dwellings  without  storage  of  refuse  have  been 
provided  with  dust  bins.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  will  result  in  the  scavenging  system 
generally  being  greatly  improved.  In  the  remainder  of  the  district  the  householders  are 
responsible  for  the  removal  of  refuse  and,  although  no  nuisances  have  been  reported,  a 
scheme  for  the  scavenging  of  the  whole  of  the  district  by  direct  labour  should  be  considered. 
A big  obstacle  to  such  a scheme,  however,  would  be  the  disposal  of  night  soil  on  a large  scale, 
for  which  the  arable  land  generally  in  this  area  appears  to  be  unsuitable. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  has  been  considerable  progress  and  improvement  in  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  houses  in  the  area.  Progress  has  been  made  in  a number  of  instances  where  pail 
closets  have  replaced  privy  vaults  and  where  water  closets  have  replaced  both  of  these 
methods  of  sewerage.  Similar  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of 
dwellings. 

NUISANCES. 

27  cases  of  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  the  informal  action  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector. Six  others  received  statutory  notices  and  in  each  case  these  were  rectified. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area.  Eight  inspections 
have  been  made  and  no  contraventions  found. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Fifteen  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  No  nuisances  have  occurred. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  eight.  Ten  inspections  have  been  made  and  no  contraventions  to  the 
Factory  Acts  have  occurred. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-two  registered.  320  inspections  have  been  made.  No  contraventions 
occurred. 


(5) 


COWSHEDS. 


There  are  310  Cowsheds  on  the  Register.  200  inspections  were  made  at  irregular  intervals 
and  there  were  contraventions  of  the  regulations  approximating  to  33  per  cent.  In  six  cases 
these  were  remedied.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  improving  the  con- 
ditions generally.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  problem  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  small  producers  in  the  district.  A number  of  cowsheds  have  been  recon- 
structed, and  it  is  anticipated  from  the  numerous  enquiries  received  that  this  will  be  improved 
upon  during  the  current  year.  In  addition  the  need  for  cleanliness  at  all  stages  of  milk  pro- 
duction is  being  widely  stressed  amongst  producers,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  they 
have  reacted  favourably  to  the  notices  served.  With  the  abundant  supply  of  water  now  avail- 
able the  standard  of  cleanliness  should  be  improved  without  difficulty. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Regular  inspections  of  killed  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  have  been  carried  out  throughout 
the  year.  In  a very  small  proportion  of  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  order  the 
destruction  of  part  or  whole  of  the  animal  by  reason  of  disease. 

SHOPS  ACT. 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  twenty  inspections  have  been  made.  There  have  been 
no  contraventions. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain,  yours  faithfully, 


July,  1938. 


ARTHUR  M.  MACGREGOR. 


